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I am very much interested in your questions and comments.
Please include your questions and comments below.
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Your Comments and Suggestions are Important
It has always been my intent that this project be driven by the people and I need your suggestions and comments. 

PLEASE take a moment to fill out the comment card above and return it to me.

Dear Fellow Orange Countian,
By now, you have probably heard the news that the Cook Group and Lauth Group have formed a partner-

ship to do our Orange County project. In doing so, they will own both historic hotels and the new Blue Sky
Casino. It sounds too good to be true, because such things are supposed to happen only in dreams or fairy
tales. However, this is real life! Our dream is going to become reality. At long last—after 15 years of intense
effort—we finally have the satisfaction of knowing our goals are going to be reached, and we can be assured
that the project will be done in a grand style!

All of us are familiar with Bill and Gayle Cook and the magnificent work they have done on the West
Baden Springs Hotel. We can only imagine what a magnificent future they have planned for us! The Lauth
Group is one of America’s largest and most respected developers who have an excellent reputation for top-quality projects. We are
most fortunate to have two companies of such magnitude.

In keeping with their high standards, Cook and Lauth have brought on board Majestic Star Casinos and Benchmark Management,
two of the most highly-regarded companies in their given fields. Majestic Star is one of the top gaming companies in the industry
with a reputation that will fit our goals. Benchmark, who specialize in managing full-service resorts and historic hotels, will manage
both French Lick Springs and West Baden Springs, and in following company policy, will bring a unique, customized approach to
both properties. Benchmark is committed to providing a memorable experience to all guests, employees, and the community.

I have repeatedly said that West Baden and French Lick have two heroes: Bill Cook and Larry Bird, and we are honored that both
took an interest in our project. It is my hope that Larry will end up being involved in some significant way. He has meant so much to
our community, but for the purpose of this newsletter, I need to focus on Bill. With all that he has done, and is about to do, for our
community, there is simply no adequate way to properly recognize him for being the great person he is. Knowing Bill, he will be
embarrassed for this bit of praise, because he is not involved to take credit, but his motivation comes in knowing that he has made a
positive impact on the lives of others. And he will not make that first penny off of the project, because the money from his share of
ownership goes to a charitable foundation. What a guy! Orange County is most blessed to have the involvement of Bill Cook! In the
coming months, I look forward to sharing some personal experiences about Bill and Gayle, which will show what outstandingly
unusual people we have here.

In conclusion, the Cook-Lauth plan should bring a sigh of relief to the citizens of Orange County who have remained dedicated
to seeing our casino project get back on the right track and return to its original purpose—that being an opportunity for all the peo-
ple to benefit. For the first 14 years, it was presented as a project for the people, and only in the past year did we encounter the per-
sonal agendas and turmoil. I wrote a bill, hoping to draw cooperative participation from several entities and individuals, making it a
true community effort, but problems arose that weren’t anticipated. When Cook-Lauth made their announcement, one of the offi-
cials mentioned that due to the conflict, something had to be done or else our vision would never come to be. For the Cook Group,
the decision was to either drop out from a doomed process, or step in and do the total package. On behalf of the people of Orange
County, I wish to thank Bill and Gayle Cook for choosing the latter.

May God Be With You,




